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MAPLE’S ARCHITECTURAL
FACADE STRIKE GOLD FOR
WARRINGTON CAR PARK

Maple help architects turn local history concepts into practical
reality for Warrington multi-storey car park as new Time Square
development takes shape

“We wanted to produce an
individual design that was localised
in the history of the area. Working

» Striking architectural facades for
eight-level car park

*  Design inspired by Warrington’s local

- with Maple helped us understand
*  More than 1,700 powder-coated, what COU/QI be done. / remember
aluminium panels the attention to detail from the
*  Bespoke ‘sliding’ fixings for building QO/OI colour to the hexagon o’eS/gn.

tolerances and movement

e Close partnership with architects and
contractors

e  Every milestone met

Ka Yin Man

*  Maple rated ‘excellent’ by architects
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The £107m regeneration of Warrington town
centre will feature a ‘golden’ car park that takes
its inspiration from local history and a famous
landmark.

The Cheshire town is well-known for the golden
gates that have stood outside the Town Hall for
more than a century. So, when architects Leach
Rhodes Walker were tasked with designing a
multi-storey car park to complement the new
Time Sguare development, their solution was

However, the architects also took inspiration
from Warrington’s historic wire rope trade to
create a design that would reference and relate
to the urban aesthetic and enhance the overall
visitor experience.

Their concept was a facade of back-lit
perforated panels with golden hexagon cut-outs
covering the main facades of the large 1,200
space multi-storey.
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Over the years, car parks have been among

the ugliest and controversial buildings in towns
and cities. So, recent designs have cloaked the
framework in architectural facades that not only
shield the open interior from wind and rain but
also add visual impact.

Having developed an expertise in car park
design, and on this project along with other

car park projects, architects Leach Rhodes
Walker have partnered with Maple to transform
their designs for the 1,200-space car park

into something that was both practical and
aesthetically striking. However, covering every
side of the eight-storey car park in perforated
panels with golden hexagon cut-outs presented
significant challenges of scale and design.

The double-skin building construction required
735 panels for the exterior and 980 for the
interior. Each panel was 3m high and 1.3m wide,

and had to be installed in such a way to allow
for normal building tolerances and movement.

Maple and the architects also had to work
together on challenges of health and safety -
positioning the inner and outer layers in a way
that people couldn’t climb through the largest
hexagons.



The panels were fabricated in a lightweight

but durable aluminium, but still required more
than 87 tonnes of material overall. The panels,
which were laser-cut with hexagon-shaped
perforations, were anodised and powder-coated
for weather durability.

They were fixed to a frame of extruded mullion
sections with concealed fixings and a clip-

on cap cover. The design also incorporated
hidden sliding mechanisms to allow for building
tolerances and natural movement.

Creating the design was only the start of

a complex process. Our team of specialist
installers took 12 weeks to install the 1,700
panels - over an area equivalent to an average
football pitch.

The new car park, which was due to open

in December 2017, is a great example of

how architects and contractors can work in
partnership with Maple to transform typically
dull and utilitarian buildings into an integral and
aesthetically appealing part of the urban realm.

With its hexagon-featured golden facade, the
car park complements the other elements of
the £107m Time Sguare development that will
also include a 4,000 square metre market hall,
restaurants, retail units and new council offices.

“The new car park is an integral and important
part of the Time Square project as it will
underpin and support the whole scheme,” said
the leader of Warrington Borough Council, Terry
O’Neill.



